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According to Notimex, the US invasion of Panama and drug trafficking have become the two main
campaign "issues" during the run-up to the Feb. 4 presidential election. The two main contenders
are Carlos Manuel Castillo, candidate of the ruling National Liberation Party (PLN), and Rafael
Calderon Fournier of the Social Christian Party. The verbal struggle between the two candidates is
not in terms of who can most energetically condemn the US military invasion, but rather who can
deliver the strongest and most convincing expressions of support for the government of Guillermo
Endara. Both applauded the ouster of Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega and described the US invasion
as a "Christmas present" for the Panamanians. In the second week of January, the two made
separate visits to Panama City to meet with Endara and his vice presidents, where they promised all
manner of cooperation. Costa Rica's next president will be inaugurated in May. Notimex pointed out
that the "attitude" of the two presidential candidates obligated the foreign ministry to announce the
impending arrival of Costa Rica's ambassador to Panama City. The "drug war" has been the Social
Christian Party's main campaign theme. Calderon Fournier has argued that a nation which values
democracy cannot maintain a "party dictatorship" (i.e., another presidential term for the PLN). In
addition, the Social Christian candidate has asserted that a "renovated" government defined as
one headed by the opposition will be able to perform more effectively in the battle against drug
trafficking. The presidential campaign in Costa Rica has been characterized by a series of "low
blows," said Notimex. In the recent past, politicians from both parties have received campaign
contributions from Panamanian Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, and from known drug traffickers.
Both parties have competed with each other in terms of scandalizing Costa Ricans with reports on
the politicians and the amounts of money involved in such contributions. (Basic data from Notimex,
01/15/90)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

